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§96.60

§96.79, a decision to deny for these pur-
poses includes:

(1) A denial of the agency’s or per-
son’s initial application for accredita-
tion or approval;

(2) A denial of an application made
after cancellation or refusal to renew
by the accrediting entity; and

(3) A denial of an application made
after cancellation or debarment by the
Secretary.

(b) The agency or person may peti-
tion the accrediting entity for recon-
sideration of a denial. The accrediting
entity must establish internal review
procedures that provide an opportunity
for an agency or person to petition for
reconsideration of the denial.

§96.60 Length of accreditation or ap-
proval period.

(a) The accrediting entity will ac-
credit or approve an agency or person
for a period of four years, except as
provided in paragraph (b) of this sec-
tion. The accreditation or approval pe-
riod will commence on the date that
the agency or person is granted accred-
itation or approval.

(b) In order to stagger the renewal re-
quests from agencies and persons ap-
plying for accreditation or approval
and to prevent the renewal requests
from coming due at the same time, the
accrediting entity may extend the pe-
riod of accreditation it has previously
granted for no more than one year and
such that the total period of accredita-
tion does not exceed five years, as long
as the agency or person remains in sub-
stantial compliance with the applica-
ble standards in subpart F of this part.
The only agencies and persons that
may qualify for an extension are:
Those that have no pending Complaint
Registry investigations or adverse ac-
tions (see §96.70); and those that have
not undergone a change in corporate or
internal structure (such as a merger or
change in chief executive or financial
officer) during their current accredita-
tion or approval period. For agencies
and persons that meet these two cri-
teria, the Secretary, in his or her dis-
cretion, may consider additional fac-
tors in deciding upon an extension in-
cluding, but not limited to, the agen-
cy’s or person’s volume of intercountry
adoption cases in the year preceding
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the application for renewal or exten-
sion, the agency’s or person’s state li-
censure record, and the number of ex-
tensions available.

[80 FR 50196, Aug. 19, 2015]

§96.61 [Reserved]

Subpart H—Renewal of
Accreditation or Approval

§96.62 Scope.

The provisions in this subpart estab-
lish the procedures for renewal of an
agency’s accreditation or a person’s ap-
proval.

[71 FR 8131, Feb. 15, 2006, as amended at 79
FR 40636, July 14, 2014]

§96.63 Renewal of accreditation or ap-
proval.

(a) The accrediting entity must ad-
vise accredited agencies and approved
persons that it monitors of the date by
which they should seek renewal of
their accreditation or approval so that
the renewal process can reasonably be
completed prior to the expiration of
the agency’s or person’s current ac-
creditation or approval. If the accred-
ited agency or approved person does
not wish to renew its accreditation or
approval, it must immediately notify
the accrediting entity and take all nec-
essary steps to complete its inter-
country adoption cases and to transfer
its pending intercountry adoption
cases and adoption records to other ac-
credited agencies, approved persons, or
a State archive, as appropriate, under
the oversight of the accrediting entity,
before its accreditation or approval ex-
pires.

(b) The accredited agency or ap-
proved person may seek renewal from a
different accrediting entity than the
one that handled its prior application.
If it changes accrediting entities, the
accredited agency or approved person
must so notify the accrediting entity
that handled its prior application by
the date on which the agency or person
must (pursuant to paragraph (a) of this
section) seek renewal of its status. The
accredited agency or approved person
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